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St. John Vianney Catholic Church 
A Pastorate of the Diocese of Lafayette-in-Indiana 

         Facilities and Buildout Update 

Current Campus and Facilities  

St. John Vianney Church, founded in 2006, was blessed to establish the parish on the current campus in 2009. 

The parish sits on a 58+ acre campus.  The property was purchased by the Diocese of Lafayette–in- Indiana, 

and will be repaid over several years beginning on January 1, 2025.  

 

As anticipated, there have been updates and adjustments to the Master Plan. Our campus was always seen as a 

place for the parish to grow in stages or phases.  The building we are currently using as our worship space, 

classrooms and offices has been adjusted over time to provide additional space for worship.  As that additional 

worship space replaced classroom space, temporary classrooms (Portables) were added. The rectory was built 

in 2012.   

 

We are grateful to all of you who have sacrificed and worked to build our existing campus and facilities.  

Thank you!  

 

The Need  

We are all anxious for us to take the next step of expanding our facilities.  Our parish is growing!  Praise God!  

We have a growing number of families with young children.  This is a great blessing. We anticipate growing 

numbers in our religious education program.  Currently, due to numbers and space limitations, we have       

multiple grade levels in the same religious education class. We will need more space in the coming years.   

 

The community aspect of our parish life needs space as well.  In warmer months we have been able to utilize 

the St. Philomena pavilion, but we haven’t been able to host such gatherings as; funeral luncheons, welcome 

events, or pitch-in dinners and socials during colder seasons. As we grow, we will need space for larger group 

meetings and for adult faith education. 

 

Our Building Committee has been meeting with architect Michael Eagan of Entheos Architects and Diocesan 

Facilities Management Coordinator, Andy Guljas, for over a year to discuss scenarios to move the project 

ahead.  We have identified as the most immediate needs, additional classroom space for religious education 

and space to gather for social events.   

 

Next Phase 

We are looking at ways to address these needs in our next step of construction.  The overall campus           

masterplan has long identified the next phase of the master plan buildout to be the construction of office space 

and a social hall.  These would be adjacent and attached to the future church.  Our Building Committee and 

Finance Council have met over the last year to consider what is financially possible.  We have asked Michael 

Eagan, architect, to work on options that will fall within a cost that is attainable for us and still fit into our  

masterplan.  For example, at this time, although we are not able to afford a large social hall, we may be able to 

afford a space that can allow for 100 to 150 people to gather.  This may be a smaller hall or general open space 

which would include some kitchen facilities.  This space could eventually be converted to either office space 

or classrooms when a larger social hall is built.   
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As part of this planning, there will be some preliminary work to assess what our construction costs might be.  

As you might imagine, construction costs have increased significantly.  We are also working to determine if 

there is any necessary work that needs to be done to the site prior to construction.  The goal of our current 

work is to see what might be possible in the near term.   

 

The Process 

Our Building Committee will again meet with the architect in May.  We may need a few meetings to work out 

options and scenarios.  The Finance Council will also be involved in this process.   Once we determine what is 

feasible and the best path forward, based on estimated costs, we will communicate a tentative plan to the     

parish for information and feedback.  The next step would be to present our plans to the Bishop for his        

approval.  This begins with a presentation to the Diocesan Building Committee.  If we are going to borrow 

funds, we then must seek the approval of the Diocesan Finance Council.   

 

Your Help  

Prayer is the first thing I am asking us all to do.  This is God’s project. We need His grace, guidance, and    

assistance to do His will.  As we hear in Psalm 127:1, “Unless the Lord build the house, they labor in vain 

who build.”  We are especially invoking the intercession of St. Joseph.  Please ask for St. Joseph to pray for 

our parish and its growth.  

 

Financial support continues to be a great need and will determine what we can accomplish in this next phase.  

Thank you again to all who have contributed to our Building Fund.  We don’t have a particular target goal yet.  

When we clarify the scope and estimate of costs for our next phase, we will then communicate this to the   

parish as well.  We currently have $2.8 million in our Building Fund.  Contributions to the Building Fund are 

segregated and reserved for building our facilities on campus and major building maintenance.  

 
Members of the Building Committee are: 

Tom Marten - tam@martencm.com 

Rita Patt 

Elliott Allen 

Josh Schmackers 

Butch Martin - bmartin3222@sbcglobal.net 

Bob Teipen - bob@teipencpa.com 

Andrew A. Guljas, AIA, Facilities Management Coordinator, Diocese of Lafayette-in-Indiana 
Fr. Cole Daily, Parochial Vicar (Associate Pastor) 

Fr. Dale Ehrman, Pastor 

 
Please feel to reach out to any member of the Building Committee with your questions.   

 

More communication will come later this spring.  In the meantime, we need to trust that God will lead us    

forward together as the Body of Christ here at St. John Vianney.  

 
Sincerely in Christ, 

 
Fr. Dale W. Ehrman 

Pastor 

St. John Vianney, pray for us! St. Joseph, pray for us! 


